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Halifax remained at Hickleton, waiting to hear from the
Archbishop. At last, on October i8th, no letter having come,
he wrote to Dr. Benson. Realising that his original proposal
had not the slightest chance of success, he now suggested that
the Archbishop should write him a letter similar to that which
Rampolla had written Portal. He believed that the right sort of
letter, taken by him to Rome, would elicit the demarche directe
in the shape of a communication from the Pope to the Arch-
bishops. He went so far as to draft the kind of public letter
which he hoped the Pope might be induced to send. Having re-
minded the Archbishop, in terms which must have starded His
Grace, that 'Dante assigns the lowest place to those who, having
a great opportunity, refuse to take it,' he asked pardon for
the freedom with which he had proffered his counsel. 1 am
amazed at myself for writing as I have to the "alterius orbis
Papa." '32

This letter crossed one from the Archbishop, contrasting the
mild and amiable sentiments of Rampolla with the fiery de-
nunciations of Anglicanism which Cardinal Vaughan and his
friends, in their alarm, were making on the platform and in the
Press. After all, he pointed out, the Cardinal was the Pope's
official representative in England.

Further letters were exchanged, and Halifax paid a visit to
Addington. He persisted in trying to extract from the Arch-
bishop a letter equivalent to Rampolla's and, after Dr. Benson
had made two unsuccessful attempts, drafted it himself; but
this was altogether too much for the Archbishop. 'Halifax,* he
noted, *is like a solitary player of chess, and wants to make all
the moves himself on both sides/33

The reluctance of the Archbishop to concede the point was
increased by the advice of the Bishop of Rochester (Randall
Davidson), who, like Benson, was detecting the faint odour of
a Popish plot about the -whole business*34 and further accentu-